
Prepare a chart that includes a column for each of the societies identified in the section called Historical Roots of Law. Organize the aspects of the law highlighted for each of 

these societies. 

*Criminal Law: A category of public law that prohibits and punishes behavior that injures people, property and society as a whole (p. 528) 

*Civil Law: The area of law that deals with relationships with individuals and between individuals and organizations; also known as private law. (p. 526) 

 

Aspect of law 
Highlighted 

Society 

Babylonia Hebrew Greek  Roman Byzantine French British Aboriginal Canadian 

Law Codified Code of 
Hammurabi 
(1700 BCE) 

Mosaic Law 
(1250 BCE) 

Draco’s Law  
(621BCE); 
Solon’s Law (594 
BCE) 

Twelve 
Tablets (450 
BCE) 

Justinian’s 
Code (529 CE) 

Napoleonic 
Code (1804 CE) 

Magna Carta  
(1215 CE) 

Great Binding Law 
of the Iroquois 
Confederacy 
(1720 CE) 

Criminal 
Code (1892 
CE) 

Type of Law * 
See above 

Criminal and Civil 
(torts) 

Criminal and 
Civil (marriage) 

Criminal Criminal 
and civil 

Criminal and 
Civil 

Civil Civil and Criminal 
(legal rights such 
as trial by jury) 

Civil Criminal and 
civil 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Description Rules and 
penalties for 
every aspect of 
life were codified 

Laws were 
codified in the 
Book of Exodus  
Laws were also 
set down in the 
Hebrew Torah 

Laws were 
codified by 
Draco in 621 BCE 
and then refined 
by Solon in 594 
BCE. 
Laws established 
that the state 
was responsible 
for punishing 
persons accused 
of a crime. 

Laws were 
codified and 
revised as 
new laws 
were 
needed. 

Justinian 
clarified the 
Roman Law 
and clarified it 
into a new 
body of law 
that formed 
the basis of 
civil law. 

A new code of 
Laws regulating 
civil matters was 
accessible to the 
public. 

The Magna Carta 
was the first step 
in establishing 
individual basic 
rights. 

Laws codified into 
a constitution 

Laws reflect 
aspects of 
Mosaic, 
Greek, 
Roman 
French and 
British law. 

 



Basis of Law 
(Retribution or 
Restitution) 

Basis of the laws 
was restitution; 
laws did not 
distinguish 
between an 
accident and a 
deliberate 
action. 
Restitution was 
common in the 
event of 
damage to 
property or 
theft. 

Laws were more 
concerned with 
punishing a 
deliberate action 
(retribution) than 
an accidental act. 
Laws were more 
likely to punish 
the guilty party 
than permit a 
person of high 
status to escape 
punishment. 

Restitution for 
theft. 
Draco’s laws were 
harsh, 
encouraging 
retribution – 
death was a 
penalty for many 
offenses. 

Many laws were 
based on retribution 
but laws also 
provided a system of 
compensation, 
(restitution) 

Retribution and 
restitution 

Retribution Retribution  Retribution Retribution and 
restitution 

Laws serve to 
protect property 

Punishment for 
theft from the 
court was death, 
otherwise 
punishment for 
stolen items was 
ten times the 
value. If you 
couldn’t pay the 
sentence was 
death.  
If the thief is not 
caught victim 
can claim 
compensation 
from the 
community. 

Punishment for 
stealing items was 
four times their 
value. 

 Laws establish that it 
was a capital offense 
(premeditation)to 
destroy a building or 
a crop beside a house 
by burning.  

 Laws regulated 
all property 
issues 

Laws regulated 
protection of 
property 

 Protection of 
property is a key 
element of 
criminal law.  



 

Laws serve to 
protect persons 

Wealthy people 
got more 
protection. 
Women and 
children were 
considered 
property. 
Slavery was 
legal. 

People were 
protected under 
the law. 

Only citizens had 
rights. (not 
women, not 
children, not 
foreigners, not 
slaves) 

Protects the lower 
class as well as ruling 
class. 
Established 
compensation ($$$) 
for injuries. 

All free men 
have equal right 
and the accused 
are innocent 
until proven 
guilty. 

All males have 
equal rights 
(not women). 
Women are 
under the 
authority of 
their husbands. 

Rule of law gave 
equal rights to 
everyone. 
Magna Carta 
recognized that 
no one has 
authority to take 
away someone’s 
rights. Habeus 
corpus 
prevented 
unlawful arrest 
and detention. 

 Rule of Law 
applies today. 
Habeus corpus 
applies and 
there is a right 
to trial by your 
peers, and 
freedom from 
arbitrary arrest. 

Laws serve to 
settle disputes 

Judges settled 
disputes 

  Laws were designed 
to settle disputes 

 Judges settled 
disputes 

Assizes 
(travelling 
courts) settled 
disputes. 

Law addressed 
dispute 
settlement 

Laws were 
established to 
settle disputes. 

Laws serve to 
regulate 
contracts, wills 
and families. 

         


